Appendix 1 (as supplied by the authors): Supplementary material
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Figure Al. Brand drug discount card use in a sample of Canadian community pharmacies between October 2014 and
August 2017 (September 2014 and September 2017 were excluded as they were partial months of data)

Table A1l. Comparison of expenditures on the top 15 prescriptions for branded medicines using a discount card versus
equivalent generic prescriptions for claims involving a private insurer and no government payment.

Mean Total Cost Mean Cost by Payor
Discount Card Private Insurer Patient
Generic Name Brand Name  [Cards Used |Brand Generic_|Brand Generic |Brand _ Generic _Difference 95% Cl % Change |Brand  Generic _Difference 95% Cl % Change
methylphenidate Concerta 166,592 156.16 69.32 61.77 87.62 60.89 26.73 26.47 27.00 44% 6.77 8.44 -1.66 -1.73 -1.60 -20%
rosuvastatin Crestor 157,138 147.72 34.13 87.36 55.01 28.57 26.44 26.19 26.68 93% 5.35 5.55 -0.20 -0.24 -0.16 -4%
buprenorphine/naloxone  Suboxone 84,105 34.16 21.54 8.34 23.75 18.78 4.98 4.86 5.09 26% 2.07 2.76 -0.70 -0.74 -0.66 -25%
escitalopram Cipralex 75,075 138.12 41.30 74.45 57.83 35.07 22.76 22.43 23.10 65% 5.84 6.23 -0.40 -0.46 -0.33 -6%
esomeprazole Nexium 67,477 202.13 154.38 42.42 145.84 136.35 9.49 9.20 9.78 7% 13.87 18.03 -4.15 -4.34 -3.96 -23%
atorvastatin Lipitor 37,933 203.34 42.59 108.05 82.93 36.03 46.91 46.18 47.63 130% 12.36 6.56 580 5.65 5.95 88%
bupropion Wellbutrin XL 32,674 67.45 44.25 18.29 44.48 37.97 6.52 634 6.69 17% 4.67 6.28 -1.61 -1.69 -1.53 -26%
venlafaxine Effexor XR 22,849 150.99 34.43 73.92 65.37 28.92 36.46 35.58 37.33 126% 11.70 551 6.19 599 6.38 112%
amlodipine Norvasc 19,989 160.46 34.86 80.48 69.40 29.58 39.83 38.97 40.69 135% 10.57 5.29 529 510 547 100%
mometasone Nasonex 18,678 58.85 42.99 13.35 39.52 36.62 290 276 3.05 8% 5.97 6.37 -0.40 -0.51 -0.29 -6%
montelukast Singulair 18,305 18252 111.22 55.24 114.82 98.54 16.27 15.70 16.85 17% 12.47 12.68 -0.21 -0.50 0.08 -2%
pregabalin Lyrica 13,820 221.70 79.94 | 104.15 108.84 69.76 39.08 37.79 40.37 56% 8.71 10.18 -1.47 -1.83 -1.10 -14%
desogestrel/estradiol Marvelon 28 13,296 66.07 33.88 23.40 33.71 28.21 550 525 5.75 20% 8.96 5.67 329 315 343 58%
montelukast Singulair (chew 13,110 110.32 55.20 42.56 59.90 48.75 11.15 10.69 11.61 23% 7.86 6.45 1.41 1.21 161 22%
zopiclone Imovane 12,576 85.92 32.71 38.04 41.41 26.97 14.44 13.92 14.97 54% 6.47 5.74 0.73 057 0.89 13%

Appendix to: Law MR, Chan FKI, Harrison M, et al. Impact of brand drug discount cards on private insurer,
government and patient expenditures. CMA/2019. DOI1:10.1503/cmaj.190098.

Copyright © 2019 The Author(s) or their employer(s).

To receive this resource in an accessible format, please contact us at cmajgroup@cmaj.ca.



Table A2. Comparison of expenditures on the top 15 prescriptions for branded medicines using a discount card versus
equivalent generic prescriptions for claims involving a government drug plan and no private insurance plan

Mean Total Cost Mean Cost by Payor
Discount Card Patient

Generic Name Brand Name Cards Used |Brand Generic |Brand Generic |Brand  Generic  Difference 95% CI % Change |Brand  Generic Diff 95% Cl % Change

buprenorphine/naloxone  Suboxone 211,199 26.02 16.35 8.09 - 17.56 16.15 1.41 1.39 1.44 9%| 0.38 0.21 0.17 0.16 0.18 83%
rosuvastatin Crestor 190,965 103.06 23.12 79.78 18.33 19.21 (0.89) (0.92) (0.85) -5%| 4.95 391 1.03 1.00 1.07 26%
methylphenidate Concerta 99,577 9276  43.17 50.96 4140 4283 (1.43) (1.54) (1.32) -3%| 039 0.33 005 003 0.08 16%
atorvastatin Lipitor 52,631 147.56 30.27 | 106.14 25.00 25.56 (0.56) (0.70)  (0.42) -2%| 16.42 4.70 11.71 1160 11.83 249%
latanoprost Xalatan 45,886 64.03 26.21 37.51 20.61 21.30 (0.69) (0.77)  (0.62) -3%| 5.91 491 1.00 0.93 1.07 20%
escitalopram Cipralex 32,467 85.79 25.85 57.82 25.61 23.72 1.89 173 2.06 8%| 2.36 212 0.24 0.16 031 11%
amlodipine Norvasc 30,071 110.03 2324 76.59 19.26 19.29 (0.03) (0.18) 0.12 0%| 14.18 3.95 10.23 10.10 1037 259%
bupropion Wellbutrin XL 24,005 34.22 23.27 10.54 22.43 22.16 0.27 0.18 0.37 1%| 1.25 111 0.14 0.07 0.20 12%
dorzolamide / timolol Cosopt 19,670 115.85 41.11 74.07 34.63 34.44 0.19 0.02 0.35 1%| 7.15 6.67 0.48 0.33 0.63 7%
clopidogrel Plavix 17,752 141.95 30.25 | 106.33 27.15 26.56 0.59 0.36 0.82 2%| 8.47 3.69 4.78 4.63 4.94 130%
travoprost Travatan 16,928 100.04 4150 58.60 3434 3538 (1.04) (1.25) (0.83) -3%| 7.10 6.12 099 082 115 16%
pregabalin Lyrica 13,951 143.48 40.77 | 101.83 38.28 38.37 (0.09) (0.33) 0.14 0%| 3.38 2.40 0.98 0.83 113 41%
venlafaxine Effexor XR 11,568 89.07  21.48 59.35 20.21 19.67 0.53 0.19 0.87 3%| 9.51 1.81 770 749 791 426%
mycophenolate Myfortic 9,510 422,63 315.66 | 106.88 308.98 307.06 1.92 1.04 2.80 1%| 6.77 8.60 (1.84) (2.73) (0.94) -21%
quetiapine Seroquel XR 9,024 87.49 39.07 46.15 40.46 37.97 2.49 2.02 297 7%| 0.88 1.10 (0.22) (0.36) (0.08) -20%

Table A3. Comparison of expenditures on the top 15 prescriptions for branded medicines using a discount card versus
equivalent generic prescriptions for claims involving only cash payment (i.e. no private insurer or government drug plan

payments).
Mean Total Cost Mean Cost by Payor
Discount Card Patient

Generic Name Brand Name |Cards Used |Brand Generic |Brand Generic |Brand  Generic  Difference 95% Cl % Change
methylphenidate Concerta 58,741 134.79 66.89 81.34 - 53.45 66.89 -13.44  -13.67 -13.21 -20%
rosuvastatin Crestor 53,286 133.71 33.18 103.01 - 30.71 33.18 -2.47 -2.55 -2.39 -7%
buprenorphine/naloxone Suboxone 48,948 29.59 19.60 10.92 - 18.67 19.60 -0.93 -0.97 -0.88 -5%
escitalopram Cipralex 38,430 118.12 37.96 84.14 - 33.98 37.96 -3.99 -4.12 -3.85 -10%
esomeprazole Nexium 22,403 147.43 109.48 45.00 - 102.43 109.48 -7.05 -7.33 -6.76 -6%
atorvastatin Lipitor 14,230 186.98 45.75 132.79 - 54.19 45.75 8.44 8.28 8.60 18%
bupropion Wellbutrin XL 12,728 60.34 42.22 21.15 - 39.19 42.22 -3.03 -3.16 -2.90 -7%
venlafaxine Effexor XR 10,132 132.91 36.75 88.84 - 44.07 36.75 7.32 7.11 7.53 20%
montelukast Singulair 7,540 84.49 34.16 52.36 - 32.14 34.16 -2.03 -2.26 -1.79 -6%
zopiclone Imovane 7,540 143.96 96.39 53.21 - 90.75 96.39 -5.64 -6.04 -5.23 -6%
desogestrel/estradiol Marvelon 28 7,060 56.14 30.52 22.69 - 33.46 30.52 2.94 2.82 3.05 10%
amlodipine Norvasc 7,057 148.10 37.64 102.59 - 45.51 37.64 7.86 7.56 8.17 21%
mometasone Nasonex 5,905 54.71 41.99 14.57 - 40.14 41.99 -1.85 -1.98 -1.72 -4%
desogestrel/estradiol Marvelon 21 5,804 57.99 31.40 23.33 - 34.66 31.40 3.27 3.16 3.38 10%
pregablin Lyrica 5,619 176.85 81.03 94.72 - 82.13 81.03 1.09 0.72 1.47 1%




