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A VISUAL RESEARCH ABSTRACT

Case–crossover study

Within individuals:  
days with an ED visit 
after 5 pm matched  
with control days  
from previous week

Home care needs  
cohort stratified: 

• ongoing (chronic)
• short-term (acute) 

Increased access to publicly funded home care has been suggested as a way to  
reduce unnecessary visits to the ED. This study found that patients were more likely  

to visit the ED during the evening on days they received a home care visit from a nurse. 

Home 
nursing 

visit

Same- 
day ED

visit
 

For chronic care patients

For acute care patients

1.3x
1.2x

After other types 
of home visits (e.g. 
personal support), 
patients were no more 
likely to visit the ED. 

Analyzing only ED visits 
that resulted in hospital 
admission showed no 
significant association.
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