
Appendix 1 (as supplied by the authors): Literature review 

Selection criteria and search strategy 

A systematic computerised search of the literature using the PubMed and Embase databases (articles 
indexed to November 18, 2014) used the following search terms without restrictions: “[job and 
insecurity] or [job and security]” and “[glycosylated and haemoglobin], or [glycated and haemoglobin] 
or glucose or diabetes”. Titles and abstracts were independently reviewed by two researchers (JEF, 
MV) based on a broad range of criteria for the exposure (job insecurity) and the outcome (incident 
diabetes). Using the Web of Science (to November 18, 2014), we also carried out a forward citation 
search. All potentially eligible articles were reviewed (JEF, MV) to determine whether they met the 
inclusion criteria.

Potentially eligible articles were screened and articles that met all the following criteria were selected 
for further review: (i) prospective design (cohort study) with individual level data on self-reported job 
insecurity at baseline (excluding indirect exposures such as organisational downsizing)[3]; (ii) incident 
diabetes (prevalent diabetes at baseline excluded); and (iii) reported either estimates of relative risk, 
odds ratios, or hazard ratios with 95% confidence intervals, or sufficient information to calculate these. 

Literature search – Results 

We identified 1554 studies on job insecurity in PubMed and 2146 studies in Embase. Searches on 
diabetes identified 799,915 and 1,029,119 studies respectively. Of the 9 studies from PubMed and 24 
studies from Embase with both search terms, job insecurity and diabetes, in the publication, 7 were 
overlapping, leaving 26 unique citations. Based on reading the Abstracts, 24 of these did not have 
either job insecurity as the exposure, or incident diabetes as the outcome and were excluded. One of 
these excluded records was a Cohort Profile for the Health and Retirement Study [1]. The Health and 
Retirement Study is an open access dataset. However, it did not appear to include exposure and 
outcome data suitable for inclusion in the present analyses. The two remaining papers were selected 
for further review [2,3]. On further review, neither of these papers met the inclusion criteria; one was 
a conceptual review [2], and in the other, job insecurity was measured indirectly as downsizing [3] – 
eFigure 1 (see next page). As a consequence, no published studies were available for inclusion in the 
analysis.  

Although data from the 2 papers selected for further review were not included in the analysis we did a 
manual search of the reference lists of both publications [2,3]. This search provided no new individual 
studies meeting the inclusion criteria. 
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eFigure 1. Search strategy 
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