
In response to the current situation in Iraq

Although the war in Iraq now appears over, it is important that we,
as medical students and future health care professionals, continue to
raise awareness and become informed about the humanitarian situation in
Iraq and contribute to an informed dialogue with the public, the
government, and the medical profession.

Aside from the stand taken by the Physicians for Global Survival
(www.pgs.ca), the medical community has mostly been silent on this issue,
as stated by Brad Mackay on eCMAJ (MDs mostly mum on Iraq, eCMAJ, April
11, 2003,  http://www.cma.ca/cmaj/cmaj_today/2003/04_11.htm) and letters to the BMJ
(http://bmj.com/cgi/eletters/326/7391/675#30807). Thus we, the undersigned
600+ medical students across Canada, released an open letter on April 8,
2003, stating our opposition to the military intervention in Iraq on the
grounds that it constituted an attack on the health of Iraqi civilians and
will likely cause a humanitarian crisis.

As stated in our letter, we 'feel the Iraqi people deserve neither
the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein nor the present pre-emptive assault
against their country that has already claimed hundreds of lives'.
However, it is clear that much remains to be done to ensure that an
outbreak of humanitarian disaster does not erupt in this now destabilized
nation.  In our letter, we called for all concerned parties to:

1) Recommit themselves to and abide by the Geneva Convention and other
international agreements.

2) To help the Iraqi people develop a state that will respect the self-
determination and sovereignty of all Iraqi people.

3) To promote the institution of an economic order in Iraq where the
people of Iraq will be the primary beneficiaries of their oil reserves.

4) To advocate and ensure the prevention of future wars by recommiting to
the collective frameworks of peace, justice, and security as enshrined in
the UN Charter and other international agreements.

5) To advocate and ensure that the current conflict does not completely
divert scarce aid and attention from other humanitarian needs around the
world.

Recent reports from Iraq indicate that the Geneva Convention has not
been followed, including the responsibility of the occupying power to
protect its civilians, their property and institutions.  The development of a
sovereign state that would fairly represent the various ethnic groups of
Iraq will also be difficult, especially with the implementation of a U.S.-appointed
leader.  The allocation of generous deals to U.S. oil companies with
Republican party ties is also questionable, and finally, recent talks on
the 'danger' of Syria is already raising fears in the rest of the world.  These are just a
few of the many disturbing developments recently exposed.

The humanitarian situation in Iraq is also deteriorating quickly,



with millions of inhabitants living without water, electricity, food, or
medical supplies.   UNICEF spokeswoman has stated "It is clear that Iraq
is on the brink of an unprecedented humanitarian crisis. . .".  WHO has
stated that the most urgent priorities will be 'providing treatment and
supplies for trauma and injury, prevent the outbreak of communicable
diseases, providing fresh drinking water and sanitation, and trying to
minimize discontinuation of treatment for chronic disease' (Relief crisis
unfolds as Iraq war progresses, Clare Kapp, March 29, 2003, Lancet
2003 Mar 29;361(9363):1103-4).

Thus, we again reiterate our demand, as stated in our letter, for
independent humanitarian organizations to immediately gain free and
independent access to the victims of war free of politial or military
influence. Finally, we call upon all concerned parties to immediately
recommit themselves to the collective frameworks for peace, justice, and
security as enshrined in the United Nations Charter and other
international agreements.

Please find our open letter at http://www.uwomeds.com/iraq.  We hope
this letter will contribute to informed discussion amongst members of the
government, the public, and the medical profession.

Sincerely,
Patricia Lee
University of Western Ontario
Meds 2005


