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Chronic conditions  
● Alcoholism:  the victim was a heavy user of alcohol 
● Heart disease, cardiovascular disease, atherosclerosis or angina: the victim had a history 

of coronary illness or chest pains prior to the incident, or the autopsy indicated, 
cardiovascular disease, atherosclerosis, etc. 

● Seizure disorder (e.g., epilepsy): the victim was an epileptic or an epileptic seizure may 
have contributed to the incident 

● Respiratory disorder: the victim had a debilitating condition of the lung(s) or suffered 
from a condition of restricted air exchange upon expiration (e.g., asthma) 

● Physical disability: the victim had a permanent physical disability affecting locomotion,  
mobility, e.g., paraplegic 

● Mental or cognitive disability: the person had a mental disability (e.g., Downs Syndrome, 
pre-existing brain damage) 

● Dementia: the victim had dementia, Alzheimer's Disease or other organic causes 
● Diabetes: the file indicated that the victim was a diabetic 
● Unknown: there was no information in the file about the chronic conditions of the 

victim 
 
Type of Body of Water  

●  Ocean:  a body of salt water characterized by tides (includes harbour areas, open water, 
etc.) 

● Lake or pond: an open body of fresh water over 1km in length  
● River, stream, creek, or waterfall:  fresh water with a definite current or flow 
● Marsh, bog, swamp: wetland habitats where the water table is at near or above the soil 

surface 
● Pool: incident occurred in a swimming pool, specify if private (single or multiple unit 

residence or public (the victim was in a pool which was open to the public at the time of 
the incident; includes swimming or wading pools 

● Hot tub or whirlpool (public or private):  the victim was in a tub with jets that move the 
water; includes either public or private hot tubs or whirlpool baths 

● Bathtub: the victim was in a man-made tub or shower primarily used for personal bathing 
● Other body of water: check-off the appropriate body of water 
● Quarry: the incident took place in a gravel, sand or mine quarry which has been 

abandoned and subsequently filled with water 
● Canal: the incident took place in a man-made channel which is primarily used for boat 

traffic 
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● Dugout, retention pond, or reservoir:  the incident took place in a body of water which 
was man-made with the main purpose to hold water for later use 

● Dam, inlet or spillway:  the incident took place in, or around man-made barriers used to 
control the flow of water 

● Ditch, or culvert:  the incident took place in an impression, trough or tube in the ground 
which is typically filled with run-off water      

  
Activity type 

● Aquatic activity:  the victim was in the water and intended to be there.  Includes hot tub 
planned swimming, diving, or jumping from a boat for pleasure.  Excludes boating, 
water skiing, bathing 

● Bathing: victim drowned while bathing in a bathtub, shower, or other location (e.g., 
lake, river, pond) 

● Boating:  the victim intended to be in a boat or watercraft or was in water and struck by 
boat or propeller.  Includes water skiing or being towed behind a boat (e.g., on a tube 
etc.), boarding or leaving a boat, unplanned swimming or diving or jumping from a boat 

● Land, Ice, Air transportation activity:  the victim did not intend to be in the water at the 
time of the incident but was near or on the water or ice in or on a motor vehicle or 
snowmobile (but not a boat); includes falls into water from a motor vehicle or 
snowmobile (also includes bicycle related incidents) 

● Non-aquatic activity:  the victim did not intend to be in the water at the time of the 
incident, was near or on the water or ice; does not include being on a motor vehicle or 
snowmobile or boat; includes falls into water.  Excludes land, ice, or air transportation 
activity 

● Unknown or missing: the information is not in the file to define the type of water-
related activity of the victim at the time of the incident as any one of the above options.   

 


