
The CMAJ Governance Review Panel, formed in March
2006 to “review the CMAJ’s governance structure and
to provide objective recommendations to further the

CMAJ’s continued commitment to editorial independence
and maintaining excellence in reporting on the science and
the art of medicine,” released its final report on July 14,
2006.1 Many of its recommendations are in keeping with our
submission to the panel.2 The CMA’s rapid acceptance of all
25 recommendations3 and initiation of steps to implement
them is a strong and welcome signal that the CMA is com-
mitted to upholding the editorial independence of CMAJ.

The principles of editorial independence are enshrined in
the new governance structure, along with clear lines of com-
munication, authority and accountability, thus ensuring that
the Editor-in-Chief will have full control over editorial con-
tent, irrespective of the topic. To
make clear to readers that edito-
rial content does not necessarily
reflect CMA policy, the dis-
claimer that currently appears
on the editorial page and in the
table of contents will be more
prominent, and all editorials will
be signed. As a matter of cour-
tesy, the journal will continue to
give the CMA the same advance notice as it gives the media
concerning editorial content, but the CMA will have no right
or ability to influence the publication of that content. Instead,
CMA, like any one else, may submit its opinion as a commen-
tary or other article, which will undergo the usual review
process before its merit for publication is weighed. The sig-
nificance and value of a formal CMAJ mission statement (Box
1) is highlighted in the report, including its importance in hir-
ing the Editor-in-Chief, evaluating the performance of CMAJ
and the Editor-in-Chief, and resolving conflicts. The owner-
ship of CMAJ has been transferred from CMA Holdings, a
subsidiary that manages many CMA businesses, back to CMA
proper (as the Department of Publications).

We are particularly encouraged by changes to the Journal
Oversight Committee (JOC). Its mandate has been expanded
and its membership revised to provide an excellent frame-
work for key decision-making affecting the future of CMAJ.
The JOC now has clear responsibility for the annual perform-
ance review of the Journal and the Editor-in-Chief and for

making recommendations to the CMA Board of Directors re-
garding employment of the Editor-in-Chief, as well as a major
role in dealing with matters of contention between the
Owner, the Editor-in-Chief and the Publisher. The written
contract for the Editor-in-Chief, who will be appointed for a
5-year term, will clearly specify terms and conditions, includ-
ing key accountabilities and responsibilities, the parameters
for the annual performance review, and procedures for re-
newal and termination.  The CMAJ mission statement and the
Journal’s key goals and objectives (see Appendix 1) will be the
foundation for editorial decisions.

In short, the new governance structure will smooth the
road ahead as CMAJ builds on its history as Canada’s premier
peer-reviewed general medical journal and continues its
prominent role in the international literature. Already, CMAJ’s

new governance structure is be-
ing recognized by other associa-
tions as a model for journal pub-
lishing, a strong signal of the
importance and visionary nature
of the Governance Review Panel’s
work. Although there may be un-
expected and controversial curves
in the road ahead, the new gover-
nance plan and a renewed atmos-

phere of trust, integrity and good faith among the parties will
allow CMAJ to press forward at good speed. The signposts
along the road are indeed positive ones. — Noni MacDonald,
Acting Editor-in-Chief; Bruce Squires, Editor Emeritus; David
Hawkins, Senior Editor; Jocelyn Downie, Advisor to the In-
terim Editorial Board; and the Interim Editorial Board: Arnold
Aberman, Paul W. Armstrong, Frank Davidoff, Allan Detsky,
Judith Hall, Brian Hennen, Jean Rouleau, Claude Roy, Jeff
Scott and Donna Stewart
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Editorial independence for CMAJ: signposts along the road

CMAJ mission statement 
Our central objective at CMAJ is to foster excellence 
in the science and art of medicine, to uphold the 
ideals of the medical profession and to promote the 
health and well-being of the public 
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Appendix 1: CMAJ mission statement and key goals and 

objectives 

CMAJ mission statement 

Our central objective at CMAJ is to foster excellence in the 

science and art of medicine, to uphold the ideals of the 

medical profession and to promote the health and well-being 

of the public 

Key goals and objectives 

In the spirit of the CMAJ mission statement, we strive to 

meet the following specific objectives: 

  1. To provide accurate and up-to-date scientific and 

clinical information for physicians and others on the 

promotion of health and the treatment of disease 

  2. To maintain the highest standards of editorial integrity 

independent of any special interest 

  3. To help readers interpret the significance of scientific 

findings 

  4. To provide balanced insight and analysis, with a 

Canadian perspective, on the determinants of health, 

including the environmental, economic, social, ethical, 

legal and political dimensions of health and health care 

  5. To keep readers abreast of trends and events that 

affect health and the delivery of health care in Canada 

and abroad 

  6. To foster informed debate on current issues relevant to 

health and health care 

  7. To provide a window on health issues and humanitarian 

concerns around the world from a medical point of view 

  8. To provide a creative outlet for physicians to reflect on 

their professional lives and on the physician–patient 

relationship 

To sustain and strengthen the Journal, we also work toward 

the following strategic goals: 

  9. To improve the quality of scientific content by 

competing with other top general medical journals for 

high-quality research and other contributions 

10. To maintain the Journal in a sound fiscal state. 

 




