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The CMAJ’s Editorial Advisory Board, 
on whom some critics have called to 
account for the letter’s publication, are 
never involved in the selection of articles, 
including letters, for publication. 

 CMAJ will always respect and support 
the right of women to choose to dress as 
they wish. 

Further, CMAJ editors will urgently 
review the journal’s processes for con
sidering, reviewing and publishing sub
mitted letters; we will act to ensure 
proper rigour through a process that 
seeks to reduce bias, with necessary 
checks and balances. 

In March 2021, I committed the CMAJ to 
antiracism (https://www.cmaj.ca/content 
/193/13/E453), which included commit
ments to ensuring diverse representation 
on the editorial team and advisory bodies 
at the journal. Representation of Canada’s 
Muslim community is currently lacking on 
our advisory bodies, and I shall seek to 
remedy this. My March editorial also called 

on readers to hold me and CMAJ account
able. You have again called on us to do 
better on tackling bias and structural 
change at the journal. While it’s clear that 
CMAJ may have lost the trust of many 
stakeholders this week, I hope that with 
humility and action we can earn it back. 
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Letters

Apology from CMAJ’s interim 
editor-in-chief on behalf of 
the CMAJ

I sincerely apologize on behalf of the 
CMAJ for my error in publishing the letter 
by Dr. Sherif Emil, which did not contain 
appropriate subject matter for publica
tion by the CMAJ and which has disgusted 
many readers across Canada. I sincerely 
apologize for the considerable hurt that 
so many people, including medical col
leagues and learners, have experienced 
from reading the letter. I take full respon
sibility for the inadequacy of editorial pro
cess that led to this error. Furthermore, I 
should point out that the title of the letter 
was authored by the CMAJ and was not 
the responsibility of Dr. Emil.

CMAJ is formally retracting the letter, 
which will include removal of all text 
except for the title and author informa
tion (https://www.cmaj.ca/
content /193 /51/E1936).


