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Supporting Bill S-206 protects 
Canadian children from 
violence

Violence is a major determinant of many 
adverse health outcomes in Canada and 
worldwide, and it is unacceptable in all 
forms. The evidence base on effective inter-
ventions to prevent violence is now robust.1 
Experience of and exposure to violence in 
childhood is a prominent adverse child-
hood experience and is linked to numerous 
adverse health outcomes immediately and 
into adulthood.2 For these reasons, Cana-
dian Senate Bill S-206, which would see the 
exemption for parental and loco parentis 
use of physical force in Section 43 of the 
Criminal Code of Canada removed, is 
important.3 It is shameful that the criminal 
code still enables violence against children; 
at the present time, this is the only type of 
family violence that is sanctioned. Bill 
S-206 represents an opportunity to correct 
this through repeal of Section 43.4

Violence is a lifelong problem that many 
physicians witness routinely. Although treat-

ment for and detection of violence is impor-
tant, prevention is of utmost importance. 
Prevention must begin in childhood, by 
removing exposures to parenting violence.5 
We recognize that removing the exemption 
for child-rearing violence by passing Bill 
S-206 is only a first step; however, it is a nec-
essary one. Canadian parents must be 
shown that violence is not a part of parent-
ing, and education for parents on more posi-
tive child-rearing techniques should be sup-
ported simultaneously. Until this is done, 
violence experienced in childhood will only 
continue to propagate the cycles of violence 
plaguing our communities. 

We urge physicians to write their Sena-
tor to advocate support for Senate Bill 
S-206 and to continue clinical education 
that supports parents and caregivers in 
nonviolent child-rearing.
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