LETTERS

Selection bias

In a recent research article in CMAJ,! the
study population consists entirely of ill
travellers self-reporting to a travel clinic
upon their return. It seems likely that this
would select patients who were either
sufficiently unwell or sufficiently worried
about their illness to seek medical atten-
tion. In light of this, I find it unsurprising
that this study® observed a higher inci-
dence of complicated disease than that
seen in endemic areas.
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