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CMA urges prescription-only antibiotics for agricultural use
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ways of mitigating brain exposure to
potentially harmful radio frequencies
from cellphone use.
“We all need [cellphones] and we all
like them, but this is a public health
issue,” said mover of the motion, Dr.
Frank Sommers, citing the World
Health Organization’s recent classification of radio frequency electromagnetic
fields as possible carcinogens.
While some delegates questioned
how many children now talk on cellphones, rather than texting, Sommers
argued that issuing a warning to the
public is a “habituation issue.”
“Cellphone companies even include
in their instructions that the use of these
phones should not be adjacent to our
heads and ears. There should be a gap
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and most of us are not aware of that,”
he explained. “We have to get people
used to not using the cellphone by
putting it beside our ears, because every
millimetre counts.”
This lack of awareness of the potential dangers of cellphones is particularly concerning as parents provide
phones to their children at younger
ages as a form of “safety net,” seconder
of the motion Dr. Karen Dockrill added.
“That includes children of the age of
four and five going off to kindergarten.
One parent even told me there’s a product on the market now that includes a
cellphone adaptation for babies so you
can talk to them at night.”
Other motions included the condemnation of asbestos exports. “We
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must send a strong message that their
[the federal government’s] unethical
and shameful behaviour will not be tolerated by the doctors of Canada,”
British Columbia delegate Dr. Barry
Turchen said.
Delegates also directed CMA to
advocate for each province and territory
to implement a patient charter within a
national framework; to support the creation of a national body that will foster
a pan-Canadian approach to quality
improvement in health care; and to support the development and mandatory
reporting of perioperative efficiency
and quality performance indicators. —
Lauren Vogel, CMAJ
CMAJ 2011. DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3989

