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CMAJ has every right to publish on
matters medical from around the world.
In fact, it is one of the Journal’s duties.
However, when the Journal covers a
controversial issue, especially one with
strong political overtones, it is clear
that various views should be solicited.
In this vein, I have many concerns
about the 2 recently published articles
on Gaza.'"”I mention only a few.

These pieces are replete with unsub-
stantiated claims. For example, the
statement that “Gaza has the highest
prevalence of traumatized children in
the world™' is not supported with a ref-
erence, and the denominator is not
given. From my experience working in
southern Israel bordering Gaza, I can
tell you of thousands of traumatized
Israeli children who have had to endure
rocket attacks from their neighbours in
Gaza over the past 8 years. Do these
children not count?

Christopher Mason states that “the
Gaza health care system was already
crippled by underfunding and a border
blockade that prevented needed med-
ical supplies and personnel from enter-
ing the region.”" The critical question
must be Why? He should have pointed
out that this blockade was not only en-
forced by Israel (in an attempt, only
partly successful, to prevent the smug-
gling of heavy arms) but is also sup-
ported to this day by the United States,
the European Union and an Arab state
(Egypt). As in clinical presentations,
context is everything.

Who is responsible for the under-
funding of Gaza’s health care system?
The Hamas government decided to use
its abundant resources (including for-
eign aid) to prepare for war rather than
building a health care system. CMAJ
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readers should be reminded that Israel
withdrew from Gaza several years ago
at great internal political cost. I can
attest to the fact that this step was taken
in the fervent, and as it turns out naive,
hope that Palestinians would begin to
build themselves a state. Unfortunately,
they chose war, not peace; mortars, not
medicine. Even Palestinian commenta-
tors confirm this tragic state of affairs.’

As a Canadian physician who just
went through this war, I tried mightily to
keep my patients up and my head
down.* I have been involved with CMAJ
for years, and I might have expected the
editors to have asked me or someone
else here for our perspective. To their
credit, BMJ’s editors commissioned a
blog,’ transmitted a podcast and pub-
lished a “Personal View” article on the
conflict.* Although they posted articles
critical of Israel, they did not completely
ignore the “other side.” The Medical
Post likewise solicited material from the
front.* Why could CMAJ not have taken
such an approach?

Even if I do not agree with every
word published, I have always consid-
ered CMAJ to be my voice in Canadian
and world medicine. With respect to the
extremely complex and fraught issue of
health services in the Middle East, I
would have expected a more profes-
sional approach from the Journal. I was
most disappointed with CMAJ’s strange
editorial decision in this most sensitive
matter. The articles by Mason and Du-
mont have contributed mostly heat,
shedding very little light. Such pieces
will help neither Israelis nor Palestini-
ans to find a solution to this tragic con-
flict.

A. Mark Clarfield MD
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My heartfelt thanks for breaking the
medical media’s silence on the destruc-
tive attacks on the people of Gaza by
the Israeli state.'” I was a member of a
Jewish medical delegation to the West
Bank and Gaza this past October. We
were turned away from crossing into
Gaza just 6 days before Israel violated
the ceasefire on Nov. 4, 2008. In the
West Bank, we observed first-hand the
severe impact on children and families
of the ongoing occupation.

Many Jewish Canadians are ap-
palled by Israel’s actions against all
Palestinians. We do not dismiss the ac-
tions of Hamas and other factions,
either. However, one must carefully
read the history of the region, begin-
ning in 1947-1948 or even earlier, if
one is to understand the context for all
of these actions. Physicians for Human
Rights Israel, along with other medical
and human rights organizations, has is-
sued a strong appeal for the govern-
ment of Israel, as an occupying power
that bears overall responsibility for the
protection of the right to health of
Palestinians, to fulfill its responsibili-
ties under international law.

James Deutsch MD PhD
Department of Psychiatry, University
of Toronto, Toronto, Ont.
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