
Letters 

I read CMAJ enthusiastically, although
now I am mostly retired. Ursus’ col-
umn,1 however, was a longstanding
contradiction. It was related to The Left
Atrium, in a way, but yet was different.
Although I would hurriedly open each
issue of CMAJ when it arrived and read
Ursus’ column avidly, often I would put
it down after I had consumed it and
muse, “Whatever was…?” Then I would
turn to the Deaths page for reassurance
that neither my friends nor I were listed.
Finally, I would relax into the scientific
papers or clinical studies and often the
lead editorial, but the slight anxiety en-
gendered by Ursus would linger.

I am not sure when I first read his col-
umn. I am not even sure what I know
about him, although the personal revela-
tions were surprisingly detailed. Will he
be calm, now that he cannot lay each
month’s trials off on us? How did his col-
leagues feel about his exposé of their rela-
tions again and again? Surely they must
have muttered, “Oh, that’s just Ursus!”

Perhaps we might have become less
involved with his life had he continued
to pursue his youthful passion for com-
municating in verse, or perhaps we
might have become more enchanted.
Oh gracious, just let him know that we
shall miss him. For his own peace of
mind, he must continue to write, as I
am sure he will.
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I must pass on how much I enjoyed
Query.1 Truth be told I read CMAJ from
back to front! Thanks for the smiles.
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Correction

A footnote, which mentions that ex-
trapulmonary sequestrations have
their own pleural covering, was inad-
vertently omitted from Table 1 in a
Practice article1 in the May 22 issue of
the journal. We apologize for this
omission.
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Letters submission process

CMAJ’s enhanced letters feature is now the portal for all submissions to our
letters column. To prepare a letter, visit www.cmaj.ca and click “Submit a re-
sponse to this article” in the box near the top right-hand corner of any CMAJ
article. All letters will be considered for publication in the print journal. 

Letters written in response to an article published in CMAJ are more likely to
be accepted for print publication if they are submitted within 2 months of the
article’s publication date. Letters accepted for print publication are edited for
length (usually 250 words) and house style.




