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medically appropriate,” in that the pa-
tient may be able to meet the minimum
goal, but their chances are poor and
“there will be significant negative med-
ical effects on the patient, including, but
not limited to, pain and suffering.”

If, after determining treatment is
not medically indicated, a patient or
family may ask that treatment continue
and the physician would be asked to
get a second opinion. If that second
opinion indicates medical treatment is
indicated, the original physician would
have to continue treating the patient, or
find another physician who will pro-
vide that care.

The guidelines also recommend pa-
tients or their families be given at least
4 days’ notice prior to any final decision
to withdraw medical treatment. Pa-
tients and their families are, at all
times, entitled to seek out a physician
who will provide care.

“The college is making every effort
to be thoughtful in this process and see
everyone’s point of view,” says Babick.
“But at the end of the day, there needs
to be a process that everyone can work
with. And we have to remember, these
are decisions where often there is no
right answer.” — Dan Lett, Winnipeg
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that have accounted for most of the po-
lio cases in India over the last few years
(Science 2006;314:1150-3).  

These same factors facilitate the
transmission of other infectious dis-
eases that interfere with the efficacy of
the oral polio vaccine, says Grassly.
“New strategies based on the use of
monovalent vaccine, which is more effi-
cacious, have the potential to now finish
the job and eradicate polio from India.”
— Dr. Sanjit Bagchi, West Bengal, India
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of polio eradication experts, says “vir-
tually 100% coverage is necessary —
not simply with 3 but some 10 or even
more [doses] in places with very high
force of wild virus transmission.”

India deploys 2 types of vaccines in
its battle against polio: the standard
trivalent vaccine, which works against
all 3 strains of poliovirus; and, since
2005, a monovalent vaccine for specific
protection against the most prevalent
type 1 poliovirus. However, despite the
use of monovalent vaccine since 2005,
the number of cases has not decreased.
Of the 597 reported cases last year, 18
were type 3 and the rest were type 1.

Nicholas Grassly, a researcher at the
Imperial College, London, UK, says “It
appears that this unfortunate increase
[in polio cases] resulted from an in-
crease in mid-2005 of the number of
houses ‘missed’ by the pulse polio pro-
gram in western Uttar Pradesh.”

Missed houses include those where
the children were absent, vaccination
was refused or it was reported that the
child had received vaccine despite evi-
dence to the contrary.

India’s 2006 campaign emphasized
logistics, according to Bari, including
meticulous plans, thorough training of
vaccinators, availability of vaccine and
funds, deployment of necessary super-
visory personnel and a full information
campaign throughout the community.

Despite the surge in cases, the strat-
egy seems to be succeeding. “The [pulse
polio] program has seen significant im-
provements over [2005], and the num-
ber of missed houses is at an all time
low,” says Grassly. 

He adds that the major challenge now
is to ensure that children receive the new
monovalent vaccine early enough in their
life, which requires frequent vaccination
rounds, and that missed children don’t
remain missed.  “If this can be achieved,
then we should not see polio in India af-
ter 2008,” he comments. 

While vaccination is vital, there are
also systemic factors potentially feed-
ing the prevalence rate of the virus.
Grassly and coworkers recently studied
96 421 polio-affected Indian children,
which suggests that high population
density and poor sanitation are key fac-
tors for the transmission of poliovirus
in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the states

Despite a nearly 10-fold surge
in the incidence of polio in
India over the past 2 years, re-

searchers are optimistic it can be elim-
inated in that country by 2008. 

In 2006, India had 597 reported polio
cases (as of Dec. 18), up from 66 the year
before, which was the lowest recorded
rate ever, says Sona Bari, spokesperson
for the Polio Eradication Initiative at the
World Health Organization. 

The increase in polio cases may be
due to a decrease in the vaccine cover-
age. In 2005, 93% households were
vaccinated in India’s campaign against
polio, but in January 2006, the coverage
was 89%. T. Jacob John, a member of
India Expert Advisory Group, a group

Polio eradication 

setback in India

The incidence of polio is on the rise
again in India.

Global Fund pulls grants from

mismanaging countries

Due to the mismanagement
and theft of earlier grants, the
Global Fund to Fight Malaria,

Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS (GF) has
rejected grant applications from a
number of African countries, includ-
ing some that are among the worst hit
by HIV/AIDS. 

Affected countries, including Kenya,
Uganda, Togo, Zimbabwe, Namibia
and Tanzania, say the grant freeze will
badly affect their HIV/AIDS control pro-
grams. Since its inception in 2001, the
GF has helped provide antiretroviral
treatment to 600 000 HIV/AIDS pa-
tients; the new financing over 5 years
will support about 200 000. 

The GF, a  partnership among gov-
ernments, civil society, the private sector
and affected communities to support
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health-related initiatives, was unable to
provide figures on how many people
will be affected by the new rules.

GF guidelines stipulate that a country
can appeal a grant decision when the
same proposal has been rejected in 2 con-
secutive rounds, and only when the ap-
peal is based on a significant and obvious
error made by the technical review panel.

Rosie Vanek, a spokesperson for
GF, told CMAJ that they were strength-
ening management of the grants and
the GF Secretariat. This will include
improving harmonization with part-
ners to avoid overlap and improved
technical support.

The GF’s performance-based grant
funding model features a number of
mechanisms to ensure accountability,
including effective use of the funds to
meet the recipient’s targets with re-
spect to combating disease, and ensur-
ing that funds are used in a transparent
and legitimate manner. 

“As in the case of the suspension of
grants to Uganda in 2005, GF takes any
indication of misuse of funds very seri-
ously,” Vanek says.

Togolese authorities say 24 000 peo-
ple in need of antiretrovirals were des-
perate in January after the GF halted a
US$15.5 million grant citing irregulari-
ties in management of the funding.
“The Global Fund has said that it would
not renew this grant because of the qual-
ity of the data provided,” says Rosine
Coulibaly, head of the local UN office.

GF grants have also helped treat 1.4
million people with TB, and distributed
11.3 million insecticide-treated bed nets
to prevent malaria.  — Wairagala Wak-
abi, Kampala, Uganda
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Robinson served as treasurer of the
AMWA Canada Chapter for 13 years and
continues to serve on the AMWA budget
and finance committee. She has also pre-
sented noncredit workshops, and helped
organize a conference. 

Diabetes discovery: Scientists at
Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children
have proof that the body’s nervous sys-
tem helps trigger type 1 diabetes (Cell
2006;127:1123-35). The scientists found
that TRPV1+  pancreative sensory neu-
rons control islet inflammation and in-
sulin resistance. Eliminating these neu-
rons in diabetes-prone mice prevented
insulitis and diabetes. The researchers,
including immunologist Dr. Hans
Michael Dosch, expect results from hu-
man studies within a year or two.

HIV/AIDS in over-50s: Approximately
8% of people diagnosed with HIV/AIDS
each year in Ontario are over 50. This
may be a “conservative estimate,” says
Susan Silcox, a social worker in Special-
ized Geriatric Services at Parkwood Hos-
pital in London, Ont., because  many of
the “medical conditions that would sug-
gest HIV are similar to a lot of other
medical conditions in an older person,”
including fatigue, weight loss, demen-
tia, skin rashes and swollen lymph
nodes. If physicians don’t take a sexual
history or test for HIV/AIDS, misdiagno-
sis could occur. “Don’t assume just be-
cause someone’s older, they’re not sexu-
ally active,” says Silcox. She also
suggests physicians discuss risks and
prevention of sexually transmitted dis-
eases and infections in older people. —
Lynne Swanson, London, Ont.

Pandemic plan: The revised Canadian
Pandemic Influenza Plan for the
Health Sector weighs in at 609 pages,
including new sections on public
health measures and surveillance. It
also reflects the fact that over 5 mil-
lion treatment courses of antiviral
drugs are, or will shortly be, stock-
piled. The goal is to have 5.5 million
courses — reportedly sufficient to
treat anyone who would seek treat-
ment, reports the Public Health
Agency of Canada. — Compiled by
Barbara Sibbald, CMAJ
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News @ a glance

class-action suits in BC, Alberta, Quebec
and Ontario. The agreement, which is
still subject to the approval of the courts,
will allocate compensation based on
such factors as age at the time of infec-
tion; severity of the illness and lost earn-
ings. Lawyers representing the forgotten
victims say they’ll continue to pursue lit-
igation against the provinces. — Wayne
Kondro, CMAJ

CMA contenders: Three former presi-
dents of the Quebec Medical Associa-
tion are competing to become CMA
president during 2008–09. The con-
tenders are radiologist Dr. Robert
Ouellet, family physician Dr. André
Senikas and Dr. Daniel Wagner, also a
family physician. The results of the
mail-in voting will be announced Mar.
8. The nominee must then be ratified at
the CMA’s annual meeting in August.

Kudos from AMWA: Peggy Robinson
(above), CMAJ’s current manager of sub-
missions and peer review, and a former
managing editor, has been named a fel-
low of the 5300-member American Med-
ical Writers Association (AMWA). The
fellowship is awarded “in recognition of
professional accomplishments in med-
ical communication and contributions to
the association.” There are about 85
AMWA fellows, including former CMAJ
editor-in-chief Bruce Squires, and for-
mer managing editor Ann Bolster.
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Hep-C settlement: The roughly 5000 so-
called forgotten victims of Canada’s
tainted blood scandal, who were in-
fected with hepatitis C from the blood
system before Jan. 1, 1986, or after July 1,
1990, are poised to receive $962 million
in compensation under a $1.023-billion
settlement agreement reached between
the federal government and plaintiffs of




