Last October, the federal, provincial
and territorial ministers of health agreed
to give the PMPRB “responsibility to
monitor and report on non-patented
drug prices.” As well, to allow the board
to regulate the price of non-patented
drugs, “provinces will consider formally
delegating their responsibility in this
area to the federal government,” the
ministers stated in a press release. —
Ann Silversides, Toronto
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PULSE
Canada’s future physicians:
Clinicians, researchers

or teachers?

Imost two-thirds of medical
A students who responded to the

2004 CFPC/CMA/RCPSC Na-
tional Physician Survey said they
hoped to include teaching in their fu-
ture careers, and nearly one-third
hoped to include research (Fig. 1). The
proportion of students who expressed
an interest in these activities was
greater than the proportion of practis-
ing physicians (family physicians and
specialists combined) who actually
participate in teaching and research.
However, compared with specialists
who participate in these activities, the
proportion of students was lower.
Nevertheless, the high level of interest
among medical students in both re-
search and teaching is encouraging,
since these activities tend to have a
negative impact on income.

Fig. 2 shows the breakdown of the
students’ preferences for their future ca-
reer involvement by medical school. Stu-
dents from the University of Western
Ontario, the University of British Co-
lumbia and Dalhousie University were
especially interested in both research
and teaching, whereas those from Uni-
versité de Sherbrooke and the University
of Saskatchewan were least interested.
— Mark O. Baerlocher, Toronto
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Fig. 1: Proportion of medical students (n = 2688) who stated their plan to incorporate
patient care, teaching and research into their future careers, compared with proportion
of family physicians (n = 10 632) and specialists (n = g701) participating in those activi-
ties. Source: 2004 CFPC/CMA/RCPSC National Physician Survey.
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Fig. 2: Proportion of medical students (n = 2714) who stated their plan to incorporate
research and teaching into their future practices, by medical school. Source: 2004
CFPC/CMA/RCPSC National Physician Survey.
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