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would love it.> The familiar characters
appear, and the inside cover art is by
Roy Lichtenstein.

Thomas J. McGuire
Berkeley Fire Department
Berkeley, Calif.
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C ongratulations to Antoine Cyr and
associates' for their excellent arti-
cle on Tintin’s health disorder. This ar-
ticle shows kids an excellent example of
what a scientific article looks like. Its
potential educational value should not
be underestimated.

Rémi Parmentier
Madrid, Spain
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he concept of using the adven-

tures of Tintin' and other cartoon
or comic book characters as medical
case studies is a creative way to popu-
larize medicine.

It is amusing to see how Antoine
Cyr and associates' have translated
Tintin’s adventures to the real world by
collecting empiric data from the Tintin
album collection. Involving children in
such a scientific study is also great.

I read my Tintin albums differently
since coming across this article!

David Neveu

Graduate student, Electrical Engineering
Université de Sherbrooke

Sherbrooke, Que.
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[One of the authors responds:]

From these readers’ comments about
our Tintin article' I have learned
that excluding fantasy from science
amounts to foolish neglect of an oppor-
tunity to develop interest in science and
research. The positive impact of this
project on my children was equal to the
article’s impact on busy doctors, some
of whom spoke to me for the first time
after reading the study. Their smiles
provided relief from the winter blues.
Suddenly, stressed surgeons began
sharing with me their childhood mem-
ories about Tintin and assured me that
they will read Hergé’s work again to
confirm the findings we reported. This
alone was worth jeopardizing my repu-
tation as a “serious researcher.”

As Douglas Adams wrote, “Science
has achieved some wonderful things of
course, but I’d far rather be happy than
right any day.”” Maybe we weren’t
right, but this publication certainly
made my sons happy. As it turned out,
Dec. 7, 2004, the publication date of
our article, was by coincidence the 6th
birthday of Antoine, first author on the
article. I want to thank the journal and
the lay media for making me look like
the best dad in his eyes. He is con-
vinced that I arranged coast-to-coast

media coverage as a special birthday
celebration.

Claude Cyr

Pediatrician
Département de pédiatrie
Université de Sherbrooke
Sherbrooke, Que.
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Corrections

he DOI attached to a letter to the
editor' published last year should
have read 10.1503/cmaj.1050132.
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he DOI attached to a Query art-
cle' published last year should
have read 10.1503/cmaj.1050133.
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dans le journal imprimé.
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