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tainty owing to intra- and inter-
species variation and adjusting for
additional exposure pathways and
the average daily consumption of
drinking water, the Federal–
Provincial–Territorial Commit-
tee on Drinking Water calculated
the health-based guideline value
of uranium in drinking water to
be 10 µg/L (Box 1). In considera-
tion of the water treatment costs
associated with achieving this
level and the low health risks as-
sociated with exceeding this level

minimally, the committee has
recommended an interim maxi-
mum acceptable concentration of
20 µg/L. In most jurisdictions in
Canada, suppliers of drinking wa-
ter monitor water quality and
comply with the recommended
guidelines.1

Erica Weir
CMAJ

References
1. Guidelines for Canadian drinking water

quality: supporting documentation —
uranium. Ottawa: Federal–Provincial–
Territorial Committee on Drinking
Water; 2001. Available: www.hc-sc.gc
.ca/hecs-sesc/water/dwgsup.htm (ac-
cessed 2004 Feb 16).

2. Zamora ML, Tracy BL, Zielinski
JM, Meyerhof DP, Moss MA.
Chronic ingestion of uranium in
drinking water: a study of kidney bio-
effects in humans. Toxicol Sci 1998;43
(1):68-77.

3. Marshall L, Weir E, Abelsohn A, San-
born M. Identifying and managing ad-
verse environmental health effects:
1. Taking an exposure history. CMAJ
2002;166(8):1049-55.

I thank Brian Gibson, Associate Professor
in the Department of Public Health Sci-
ences, University of Toronto, for reviewing
an earlier draft of this article.


