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Poulson, Martha Jane
Jane Poulson was a hero.

Born in Toronto, she attended pri-
mary and high school in that city, and
after undergraduate
school at Queen’s Uni-
versity she moved on to
medical school at
McGill University. The
type I diabetes mellitus
she had experienced
from early childhood
left her blind by the
middle of her final year
at medical school.

For virtually anyone
in her situation, just the
completion of medical
school would have been
a remarkable feat. But
Jane was determined to
continue with her train-
ing. Indeed, and with surprising agree-
ment among the necessary bodies, she
successfully completed the Royal Col-
lege and Quebec examinations in inter-
nal medicine some 5 years later. One
can only imagine the kinds of hardships
she experienced en route, but there was
never a word of complaint, just an imp-
ish smile and infectious laugh. More-
over, in the process she brought a huge
dose of humanity to every place she
worked and to every person with whom
she came in contact.

Jane launched her careers as an in-
ternist and superb teacher at the Mon-
treal General Hospital, where she had
trained, and later went on to study and
practise palliative care medicine. She
first practised this specialty in Montreal
and then moved to Toronto, where she
was a senior fellow at Massey College.

Throughout her career, patients were
sometimes initially unsure about how to
react to having a blind doctor looking
after them. However, I’m sure that all of
them subsequently felt that no other
doctor had ever really appreciated their
problem or handled their case as well.
The nation joined her colleagues in cel-
ebrating her unprecedented accomplish-
ments when she was inducted into the
Order of Canada.

As a complication of her diabetes
Jane developed severe coronary artery
disease, and then the final blow of

breast cancer supervened. These ill-
nesses that would have paralysed virtu-
ally anyone else seemed to give her
more insight into the way doctors

should deal with their pa-
tients. She recorded these
thoughts for us, with her
ever-present sense of hu-
mour, in journals like
CMAJ (Poulson J. The
days that will still be
mine. CMAJ 1998;158
[12]:1633-6; Poulson J.
Dead tired. CMAJ 1998;
158[13]:1748-50).

Jane Poulson, athlete
and author, musician and
researcher, student, teacher
and role model, doctor and
patient, colleague and
friend, died a hero Aug. 28,
2001, aged 49.

She will be sorely missed, but she has
left an indelible mark on all whose lives
she touched. — Dr. Phil Gold, Montreal

Bates, Donald G., Montreal; University
of Western Ontario, 1958; PhD; former
T.F. Cotton Professor of the History of
Medicine, McGill University. Died of
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis Aug. 5,
2001, aged 68; survived by his former
wife, Catherine, 2 children, and friend
Lies Ouwerkerk. His obituary stated:
“He served as Canadian representative
for IPPNW when the group was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985.”
Classmate Bruce Squires recalls: “Al-
though Don was an outstanding special-
ist in 16th- and 17th-century medicine,
he was very much immersed in current
social issues to which he devoted the
same energy, diligence and scholarship
that he applied to his academic field.
Throughout the almost 50 years I knew
him he was never afraid to challenge
what he believed to be wrong, whatever
the current popular thought.”

Cameron, Donald A., Orillia, Ont.;
University of Toronto, 1951; family
medicine; RCAMC; former staff, St.
Mary’s General Hospital. Died June 24,
2001, aged 75; survived by his wife,
Marjorie, and 5 children.

King, E. Peter, Scarborough, Ont.;

University of Toronto, 1948; general
practice; MCFP; former staff, Toronto
General Hospital; director, health unit,
Providence Villa and Hospital; deputy
chief coroner, Province of Ontario.
Died June 18, 2001, aged 78; survived
by his wife, Margaret, and 3 children.

Lafrenière, Jean, Trois-Rivières (Qué.);
Université Laval, 1954; obstétrique/gy-
nécologie; FRCSC; ancien membre du
personnel du Centre hospitalier Ste-
Marie; membre émérite de l’AMC.
Décédé le 1er mai 2001, à l’âge de 73 ans;
laisse son épouse, Peggy.

McLean, John A., Vancouver; Univer-
sity of Toronto, 1931; ophthalmology;
former staff, Department of Ophthal-
mology, the Vancouver General Hospi-
tal; associate professor, University of
British Columbia. Died June 29, 2001,
aged 97.

Perry, Harriet M., Winnipeg; Univer-
sity of Manitoba, 1940. Died June 20,
2001, aged 86.

Simpson, Kenneth M., Teulon, Man.;
University of London (England), 1958;
LRCP, MRCS, FRCS(Eng.); former
staff, Hunter Memorial Hospital. Died
June 20, 2001, aged 65; survived by his
wife, Christine, and 5 children.

Smith, Barry T., Kingston, Ont.;
Queen’s University, 1969; pediatrics;
FRCPC; former chief, Department of
Pediatrics, Mount Sinai Hospital; head,
Division of Neonatology and associate
pediatrician-in-chief, Hospital for Sick
Children; professor and associate chair,
Department of Pediatrics, University of
Toronto; dean, Faculty of Health Sci-
ences, Queen’s University. Died of amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis June 14, 2001,
aged 56; survived by his wife, Karen, and
2 children. 

Still, Hereford C. (Curly), Ottawa;
Cambridge University (England), 1943;
family medicine; CCFP, FCFP; former
head, Department of Family Medicine,
Victoria General Hospital; associate
professor, Dalhousie University. Died
May 18, 2001, aged 82; survived by his
wife, Helen, and 3 children.
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