Editor’s preface
Français à la page suivante
EDITORIAL • RÉDACTION
Editor-in-Chief • Rédacteur en chef
John Hoey, MD (hoeyj@cma.ca)
Associate Editors • Rédacteurs associés
Tom Elmslie, MD, MSc; Ken Flegel, MD, MSc
K.S. Joseph, MD, PhD; Anita Palepu, MD, MPH
James Hanley, PhD (Biostatistics • Biostatistique)
Editorial Fellow • Boursière en rédaction médicale
Erica Weir, MD (weirer@cma.ca)
Managing Editor • Rédactrice administrative
Jennifer Douglas (douglj@cma.ca)
News and Features Editor
Rédacteur, informations générales
Patrick Sullivan (sullip@cma.ca)
Editor, The Left Atrium
Rédactrice, De l’oreille gauche
Anne Marie Todkill (todkia@cma.ca)
Editors • Rédactrices
Glenda Proctor (proctg@cma.ca)
Kate Schissler (schisk@cma.ca)
Barbara Sibbald (sibbab@cma.ca)
Assistant Editors • Rédacteurs adjoints
Jennifer Raiche (raichj@cma.ca)
Steven Wharry (wharrs@cma.ca)
Editorial Administrator • Administratrice de rédaction
Carole Corkery (corkec@cma.ca)
Manuscript Coordinator • Coordonnatrice des manuscrits
Sylvie Urie (uries@cma.ca)
Editorial Assistants • Assistantes à la rédaction
Wilma Fatica (faticw@cma.ca)
Carmen Gauthier (gautca@cma.ca)
Joyce Quintal (quintj@cma.ca)
Translation Coordinator
Coordonnatrice de la traduction
Marie Saumure
Contributing Editors • Rédactrices invitées
Gloria Baker; C.J. Brown, ELS; Charlotte Gray;
Peggy Robinson, ELS
Editorial Board • Conseil de rédaction
Nicholas R. Anthonisen, MD, PhD (Winnipeg)
Paul W. Armstrong, MD (Edmonton)
Neil R. Cashman, MD (Toronto)
Hugues Cormier, MD, MPH (Montréal)
Raisa B. Deber, PhD (Toronto)
C.J. de Gara, MB, MS (Edmonton)
David H. Feeny, PhD (Edmonton)
Antoine M. Hakim, MD, PhD (Ottawa)
Judith G. Hall, MD (Vancouver)
Carol P. Herbert, MD (London)
Neill Iscoe, MD, CM, MSc (Toronto)
Harriet L. MacMillan, MD, MSc (Hamilton)
Allison J. McGeer, MD (Toronto)
Olli S. Miettinen, MD, PhD (Montréal)
C. David Naylor, MD, DPhil (Toronto)
Susan Phillips, MD (Kingston)
Louise Pilote, MD, MPH, PhD (Montréal)
Martin T. Schechter, MD, PhD (Vancouver)
Martin F. Shapiro, MD, PhD (Los Angeles)
Richard Smith, MB, ChB (British Medical Journal,
London, England)
C. Peter Warren, MB (Winnipeg)

All editorial matter in CMAJ represents the opinions
of the authors and not necessarily those of the Canadian Medical Association (CMA). The CMA assumes
no responsibility or liability for damages arising from
any error or omission or from the use of any information or advice contained in CMAJ including editorials, studies, reports, letters and advertisements.
Tous les articles à caractère éditorial dans le JAMC
représentent les opinions de leurs auteurs et n’engagent pas l’Association médicale canadienne (AMC).
L’AMC décline toute responsabilité civile ou autre
quant à toute erreur ou omission ou à l’usage de
tout conseil ou information figurant dans le JAMC et
les éditoriaux, études, rapports, lettres et publicités y
paraissant.

eCMAJ

A

s the old cowboy says to the Dude
in the film The Big Lebowski,
“Sometimes you eat the bar and sometimes the bar eats you.” 1 We’re not
quite sure what this means, but we do
know that replacing the word “bar”
with “Web” makes us feel uneasy. It
seems inescapable that, sooner rather
than later, all medical journals will have
to make their contents available to users
over the Internet. The pace of change is
so fast that sometimes we can’t even
keep up with ourselves. Even as our editor was complaining that CMAJ was
not available in a full-text version on
the Web,2 our July 13 issue became the
first to be posted online in a full-text
version (www.cma.ca/cmaj). We think
this is progress, but the sheer size of the
Web and question of survival in the
new economics of Web publishing are
enough to make anyone nervous.
According to Netcraft, a consultancy
based in Bath, England, there were 7
million Web sites as of August this year,
up 1 million from the number reported
in their Web Server Survey just 3
months earlier. 3 How luminous can
CMAJ expect to be in such an overcrowded galaxy? In addition to electronic versions of pre-existing print
journals there is a growing sector of
medical publications starting up de
novo on the Web. Companies such as
Medscape, WebMD and others are aggressively competing for Web traffic
with resources that far exceed ours. For
example, the broadcasting giant CBS
recently purchased a one-third stake in
Medscape for US$150 million. As if
that weren’t enough, E-biomed, recently renamed PubMed Central, will
be launched in January 2000. Free to
users, it will contain the full text of scientific articles published in many medical and health sciences journals.
In the virtual stampede to electronic
publishing it is hard to see how a small
medical journal will survive. Already

medical journals are touting their
achievements: The British Medical Journal cheerfully reports that eBMJ is, according to Netscape, in the top 3573
most popular Web sites; this ranks it
within the top 0.05% of the Web.4,5
We could remind them, however, that
they have a way to go to catch Playboy,
listed as number 104.6 Perhaps if they
could get an eBMJ link on Playboy’s
home page?
Our eCMAJ strategy is to use the
electronic version for what it is: a wonderful way to store, retrieve and link information. But we wonder whether the
very nature of electronic journals may
encourage a less discursive way of
thinking about medical information. If
this is true, the nature of medical practice will be altered, and may well be
damaged. In his justly acclaimed The
Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate of Reading in
an Electronic Age, Sven Birkerts says that
it is the writing that is important, not its
connectedness:
My core fear is that we are, as a culture, as
a species, becoming shallower; that we
have turned from depth … and are adapting ourselves to the ersatz security of a
vast lateral connectedness. That we are
giving up on wisdom …, and that we are
pledging instead to a faith in the web. …
It would be wrong to lay all the blame at
the feet of technology, but more wrong to
ignore the great transformative impact of
new technological systems — to act as if
it’s all just business as usual.7
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