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Dr. Peter Warren, the associate dean, undergraduate ed-
ucation, at the University of Manitoba medical school,
graduated from Cambridge University in 1964. A
respirologist, he practises in the Respiratory Unit at the
Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.

Who was your most influential teacher?
Sir John Batten of St. George’s Hospital, London, who
exemplified the notion that personal commitment to pa-
tient care could be combined with scholarly curiosity
and clinical research.

What aspect of your work gives you the most pleasure?
The success of a caring and dedicated student for whom
the hard task of medical education has not been easy.

What research paper has had the most influence on
your career?
Pepys J, Jenkins PA, Festenstein GN, Gregory PH,
Lacey M, Skinner FA. Farmer’s lung: thermophilic
actinomycetes as a source of ‘farmer’s lung hay’ antigen.
Lancet 1963;ii:607. It was some years before I discovered

that Gregory, an eminent agricultural mycologist, spent
some of his early research life in Winnipeg.

What is your favourite pastime?
Cross-country skiing with the dog in the Manitoba
countryside.

What book did you last read?
I reread old friends constantly. The last new book is Such
a Long Journey by Rohinton Mistry.

What alternative profession would you have liked to
pursue?
Archeology.

What illness do you fear most?
Stroke with dysphasia.

What complementary therapies have you tried?
For acute illness, boiled halibut and parsley sauce.

What advice do you have for a young physician?
To use the words of my current interest, William Osler:
“The measure of success is doing the day’s work as faith-
fully and honestly and energetically as in your power.”
He also said: “Every day do some reading or work apart
from your profession.”

What was your biggest mistake?
My failure to learn to write well.

What was your biggest achievement?
The Maccabaean Medal for writing Some aspects of medi-
cine in the Greek Bronze Age.

What make and year of car do you drive?
A 1994 Volvo 850.
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think of health care professionals as
facilitators and partners.”

Bundred also provided a vivid ex-
ample of the cost pressures created
by new technology and new drugs.
As district officer of health in the
Wirral, an area near Liverpool with

a population of 360 000, he did a
cost-benefit analysis of Viagra,
which has not yet been released in
the UK. If each man in the area
who had talked about erectile dys-
function with his GP was prescribed
4 Viagra tablets a month, said Bun-
dred, it would cost the Wirral re-
gion alone £500 000, or $1.2 mil-

lion, annually. But the Wirral bud-
get is already stretched to the limit,
with no increases in sight. This
leads to one of the major questions
facing publicly funded health care.
How can administrators decide
whether they can afford to accept
new technologies and drugs? — 
© Charlotte Gray
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