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Papanicolaou (Pap) testing has
helped reduce the incidence of

cervical cancer in Canada to a rate of
8 per 100 000 women per year. To
determine why — in spite of this suc-
cess — invasive cervical cancer still
occurs, Gavin Stuart and colleagues
reviewed the case histories of 246
consecutive women who were diag-
nosed with this disease in 1990–91
(page 513). They found that 30% had
never had a Pap smear and 15% had
not been screened in the 3 years be-
fore diagnosis. In addition, 17% of
the smears had been read incorrectly
as normal. Thus, in addition to a fail-
ure to reach some women with
screening, there was a failure of qual-
ity control in the laboratory.

Rates of cervical cancer in New-
foundland are about twice as high as in
the rest of Canada. Sharon Buehler
and Wanda Parsons at Memorial Uni-
versity identified 441 women at family
medicine clinics who had not been
screened in the previous 3 years and
randomly selected half of them to re-
ceive a letter explaining the benefits of
Pap testing and asking them to seek an
appointment (page 521). The response
was disappointingly modest; evidently,
simple reminder letters to under-
screened women are not sufficient.

In an accompanying editorial Eva
Grunfeld dissects this failure (page
543). She notes that women fall into
3 broad groups: those who respond to
screening if they understand its im-
portance and can access it easily;
those who respond to a more proac-
tive approach such as a call/recall sys-
tem; and those who are hard to reach.
Women in the third group are likely
to be aboriginal, immigrants, elderly
or of low socioeconomic status —
that is, the very women at greatest
risk of cervical cancer. Thus it is im-
portant that screening initiatives give
particular attention to targeting hard-
to-reach groups.

Infant mortality is an important 
indicator of population health. In 
this issue K.S. Joseph and Michael
Kramer report that marked provincial
variation in infant mortality rates per-
sists (page 535). An important deter-
minant of infant mortality is birth
weight: infants with birth weights of 
< 2500 g account for 75% of all infant
deaths. Between 1987 and 1994 
low-birth-weight rates in Ontario 
increased by 22%, while in Quebec
these rates decreased slightly, falling
below the rates in Ontario. In at-
tempting to understand this trend the
authors discovered unusual patterns
that suggested the Ontario data had
been skewed by a persistent recording
error. In an accompanying editorial
Graham Chance voices alarm: “That
such an error could have occurred
suggests that those responsible for en-
tering the data had little understand-
ing of the importance of the material
they were entering or of the basic dif-
ference between metric and imperial
measures” (page 549).

Celiac disease, an eminently treat-
able condition, is underdiagnosed 
in North America. The only sure
method of diagnosis, small-bowel
biopsy, is usually done only in severe
cases with a typical presentation.
Thus, children with atypical symp-
toms are not diagnosed and continue
to suffer. Lucie Chartrand and col-
leagues at the Université de Mont-
réal evaluated a simple serologic and
antigliadin antibody test in 176 chil-
dren with possible celiac disease
(page 527). The test had a sensitivity
and specificity of 80% and 92%, re-
spectively. George Davidson and
Eric Hassall of the University of
British Columbia recommend that
serologic testing be used not only in
children with classic symptoms, but
also in those from high-risk groups
or with merely suggestive symptoms
(page 547). — JH

1867 prom. Alta Vista Dr.
Ottawa ON  K1G 3Y6

613 731-9331, 800 267-9703
fax 613 523-0937

pubs@cma.ca

www.cma.ca/journals/cmaj

EDITORIAL • RÉDACTION

Editor-in-Chief • Rédacteur en chef
John Hoey, MD

Associate Editors • Rédacteurs associés
Tom Elmslie, MD, MSc, Ken Flegel, MD, MSc

News and Features Editor
Rédacteur, informations générales

Patrick Sullivan

Book Review Editor • Rédactrice, recensions de livres
Catherine Younger-Lewis, MD

Editors • Rédactrices
Carolyn Joyce Brown, H. Kate Schissler, 

Anne Marie Todkill

Assistant Editors • Rédacteurs adjoints
Jennifer Raiche, Steven Wharry

Manager, Publishing Services
Gestionnaire, Services de publication

Jill Rafuse

Editorial Assistant • Assistante à la rédaction
Shirley M. Waddell

Manuscript Coordinators
Coordonnatrices des manuscrits

Carole Corkery, Lorna Lang

Translation Coordinator
Coordonnatrice de la traduction

Marie Saumure

Scientific Consultants • Conseillers scientifiques
Mary L. Chipman, BSc, MA,

Derek Gellman, MD, Bart J. Harvey, MD, PhD,
David Moher, MSc, Linda Pederson, PhD

Contributing Editors • Rédactrices invitées
Gloria Baker, Charlotte Gray

University-based Editorial Consultants
Conseillers universitaires en rédaction
Leonello Cusan, MD, Université Laval

Christopher J. de Gara, MD, McMaster University
Kenneth M. Flegel, MD, McGill University

Candace Gibson, PhD, University of Western Ontario
Paul Hébert, MD, University of Ottawa

Norman M. Kneteman, MD, University of Alberta
Thomas J. Marrie, MD, Dalhousie University

Henri-André Ménard, MD, Université de Sherbrooke
J. Curtis Nickel, MD, Queen’s University

William E.M. Pryse-Phillips, MD, Memorial University 
of Newfoundland

Margaret L. Russell, MD, University of Calgary
Yves R. Talbot, MD, University of Toronto

C. Peter W. Warren, MD, University of Manitoba
Thomas W. Wilson, MD, University of Saskatchewan

Robert F. Woollard, MD, University of British Columbia

Associate Director, New Media
Directrice associée, nouveaux médias

Ann Bolster

PRODUCTION

Production Manager • Gestionnaire de production
Kathryn A. Freamo

Production Assistants • Assistantes à la production 
Nicole Barbeau, Julie-Line Danis

Graphics Consultant • Conseiller graphique
Raymond Rocan

14827 Sept 1/97 CMAJ /Page 497

CAN MED ASSOC J • SEPT. 1, 1997; 157 (5) 497

© 1997  Canadian Medical Association


