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Appendix 2: Effectiveness of treatments at 26 weeks* 
 

At 26 weeks, another six participants (2%) were lost to follow-up (four refusing further participation, one moving out of the region 

and one for unknown reasons). After the 13-week treatment protocols, participants who had not been cured were free to switch 

therapies (or continue the same). They reported to have most frequently switched to or continued the wait-and-see protocol for the 

next 13 weeks (47% cryotherapy, 52% salicylic acid, and 54% wait-and-see approach). Stratification by location of wart (common 

wart and plantar wart groups) did not reveal additional information. 

 

At 26 weeks, the differences between treatment groups found at 13 weeks persisted for the next 13 weeks among all participants 

combined and among those in the common wart group (see table below). In the plantar wart group, the cure rate increased in the 

cryotherapy and salicylic acid arms, but it did not change considerably in the wait-and-see group. 
 

Table: Effectiveness of treatments at 26 weeks,* stratified by location of warts (n=234) 

 Treatment arm  

 Cryotherapy   Salicylic acid  Awaiting   

 n % (95%CI)  n % (95%CI)  n % (95%CI)  p value† 

All participants (n=234) 42/75 56 (45 to 67)  32/80 40 (30 to 51)  20/79 25 (17 to 36)  <0.001 

 Common wart group (n=113) 24/38 63 (47 to 77)  12/38 32 (19 to 47)  10/37 27 (15 to 43)  0.001 

 Plantar wart group (n=121) 18/37 49 (33 to 64)  20/42 48 (33 to 62)  10/42 24 (13 to 39)  0.022 

Values are number of participants cured / number of participants analyzed at 26 weeks, and percentages of participants cured 

(95% confidence intervals [CIs]). A participant was considered cured when all of his or her warts present at baseline were gone. 

*After the 13-week protocols, participants were free to switch to any other therapy. 

†Two-sided chi-square, linear-by-linear association, comparing the three treatment groups. 
 


