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Tools to improve reporting of 
patient-oriented research

Our collaborative research team com-
mends CMAJ for launching the patient-
oriented research collection in CMAJ 
Open.1 Particularly, the specification for 
authors to report “how patients were 
engaged as part of the research team and 
how their contributions developed the 
work” is an opportunity to gather rich 
information about the role and function 
of patient partners.1

At the recent Knowledge Translation 
(KT) Canada Scientific Meeting 2018 (https:// 
ktcanada.org/event/kt-canada-scientific 
-meeting-2018/), there was ample discus-
sion about the lack of guidelines to report 
patient engagement in research. We 
believe research articles should consis-
tently provide detailed yet concise infor-
mation about the engagement of patients 
in research projects. Indeed such informa-
tion, when gathered by systematic reviews, 
could inform methodology for best prac-
tices of patient-oriented research.

An international effort has created the 
second version of the Guidance for Report-
ing Involvement of Patients and the Public 
(GRIPP2) checklist to facilitate standardiza-
tion for studies to report patient and public 
engagement in research in publications.2 
Having recognized the low-quality report-
ing of patient engagement in research, our 
research team has also published a frame-
work outlining the core components for 
describing the processes of patient engage-
ment.3 Our framework complements the 
GRIPP2 and provides additional guidance 
for authors to consider while reporting the 
details of patient engagement in research 

studies. For example, for the methods 
section, the GRIPP2 recommends clear 
description of the engagement methods, 
whereas our framework provides possible 
scope and descriptors. Contributors to 
CMAJ Open could use these valuable tools 
when preparing their manuscript for the 
patient-oriented research collection.
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