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Canada Health Act: defend or reform

The Canada Health Act appears to me to be clear in both its intent and purpose.1 It 
leaves little room for the establishment of alternative providers, essentially only for non-
insured purposes (routine magnetic resonance imaging not being one of them). If the 
government is serious, then it needs to support and prosecute the act. 

The rationale behind the lack of alternatives is less clear. Such systems work well in 
other socialized medicine systems. In recent years, we have seen the gradual erosion of 
the act, with more and more nonprosecuted violations. When this occurred with the use 
of cannabis, the government decided to amend the law. 

Dr. Philpott needs to decide if the act is fit for purpose, and defend it, or if it is time to 
reform it in the light of “changing public opinion,” as was the case with cannabis. The 
current standing is untenable.
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