
Anaphylaxis after human papillomavirus
vaccination

The estimated rate of anaphy-
laxis after human papillo-
mavirus vaccination was sig-
nificantly higher than that
identified in comparable
school-based delivery of other
vaccines. Brotherton and col-
leagues, who found 8 con-
firmed cases of anaphylaxis
after the 2007 vaccination
program in New South
Wales, Australia, report that
the overall rates of anaphy-
laxis were low with no associ-
ated serious sequelae. See Re-
search, page 525

These rare but serious adverse events highlight the impor-
tance of postlicensure studies about the safety of vaccines
says Halsey in a related commentary. See Commentary,
page 509

Violence against intimate partners

Having been a victim of child abuse or exposed to parental 
violence was significantly associated with men using physical
violence against their female partners. Gupta and colleagues
came to this conclusion in their study from South Africa in-
volving 834 men. See Research, page 535

Asthma and athletes

Frequent intense exercise by highly trained athletes could 
itself contribute to the development of asthma, say McKenzie
and Boulet in a review article. Long-term endurance training
may influence the structure and function of airways in the
lungs and make them hyperresponsive, contributing to the 
development of asthma.  See Review, page 543

The “number needed to treat”

Twenty years after it was first described, the number needed
to treat remains a useful measure to communicate the benefits
of treatment to patients. Sadly, it also continues to be mis-
used, says McAlister. See Analysis, page 549

Vulvocrural dermatitis 

A 73-year-old woman presented with an 18-year history of a
groin rash, vulvar burning and dyspareunia. What is your
call? See Practice, page 555

The thinker’s sign

Bilateral circular keratotic patches above both knees may 
develop in patients who spend long periods in the “thinker’s
position.” See Clinical images, page 611

Roadblocks to no-fault compensation

Despite myriad reports on a no-fault approach to compensat-
ing those who have suffered medical injury, Canada has yet
to launch a pilot project. The proponents of no-fault say that
vested interests and the absence of an organized patient lobby
group are major obstacles to progress. See News, page 515

Veterans Health Administration

The quality and effi-
ciency of health care
provided by the Veter-
ans Health Adminis-
tration has become sec-
ond to none in the
United States, but pol-
itical purists still say it
is not a model for a
universal health care
system. See News,
page 518
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Circular, bilateral, hyperkeratotic skin patches above both
knees of a 73-year-old woman.




