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National incidence study 
of child abuse and neglect

In her recent editorial “Child
abuse: a community problem”

(CMAJ 1998;158[10]:1301-2), Dr.
Harriet L. MacMillan contends that
research into the causes and preven-
tion of child maltreatment has been
lacking. To strengthen its knowledge
in this area, Health Canada is devel-
oping the Canadian Incidence Study
of Reported Child Abuse and Ne-
glect. Expert consultations with
public health authorities, provin-
cial/territorial child-protection offi-
cials, native child welfare organiza-
tions and others were held in 1997.

The objectives of the study are to
develop national estimates on the in-
cidence of child maltreatment and to
monitor trends and develop baseline
data concerning the reporting of
maltreatment. We also want to im-
prove our understanding of the
types and severity of child maltreat-
ment and generate strategies for di-
recting resources to at-risk children.
Finally, we want to produce infor-
mation to help develop targeted pro-
grams and policies.

A multistage cluster-sampling
strategy will be used to address 4
principal types of maltreatment:
physical, sexual and emotional abuse
and neglect. Data will be collected di-
rectly from child welfare workers; the
data source will be participating
provincial/territorial child welfare
agencies selected randomly across
Canada.

The study will build on the
methodologies used in US and On-
tario incidence studies.1,2 Standard

operational definitions of maltreat-
ment will help ensure the consistency,
quality and rigour of the data. A stan-
dard data-collection instrument will
be used to minimize the response
burden and ensure data quality. Data
collection will end next spring, and
data analysis will be completed early
in 2000. Information and analysis
stemming from the study will be dis-
seminated widely.
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Submitting letters
Letters must be submitted by mail, courier or email, not by
fax. They must be signed by all authors and limited to 300
words in length. 
Letters that refer to articles must be received within 2 months
of the publication of the article. CMAJ corresponds only with
the authors of accepted letters. Letters are subject to editing
and abridgement.

Note to email users
Email should be addressed to pubs@cma.ca and should indi-
cate “Letter to the editor of CMAJ” in the subject line. A
signed copy must be sent subsequently to CMAJ by fax or
regular mail. Accepted letters sent by email appear in the
Readers’ Forum of CMA Online (www.cma.ca) promptly, as
well as being published in a subsequent issue of the journal.

Pour écrire à la rédaction
Prière de faire parvenir vos lettres par la poste, par messager
ou par courrier électronique, et non par télécopieur. Chaque
lettre doit porter la signature de tous ses auteurs et avoir au
maximum 300 mots. Les lettres se rapportant à un article
doivent nous parvenir dans les 2 mois de la publication de
l’article en question. Le JAMC ne correspond qu’avec les au-
teurs des lettres acceptées pour publication. Les lettres accep-
tées seront révisées et pourront être raccourcies.

Aux usagers du courrier électronique
Les messages électroniques doivent être envoyés à l’adresse
pubs@cma.ca. Veuillez écrire «Lettre à la rédaction du JAMC» à la
ligne «Subject». Il faut envoyer ensuite, par télécopieur ou par la
poste, une lettre signée pour confirmer le message électronique.
Une fois une lettre reçue par courrier électronique acceptée pour
publication, elle paraîtra dans la chronique «Tribune des lecteurs
du JAMC» d’AMC En direct (www.cma.ca) tout de suite, ainsi que
dans un numéro prochain du journal.


