LETTERS

Federal leadership needed to
realize national data set for
cardiovascular care

Drs. Morin and Flegel, in their recent edi-
torial on the desirability of a national
health care data network,! make a strong
and valid case for a systematic and orga-
nized initiative to use the rich and multi-
faceted data on health care encounters,
processes and outcomes to monitor, eval-
uate and improve health care.

The Canadian Cardiovascular Soci-
ety, through its Quality Project, is com-
mitted to precisely this goal. Following a
detailed process to derive data defini-
tions and quality indicators for a variety
of cardiac disorders and procedures, the
Canadian Cardiovascular Society and its
partners (including the Canadian Insti-
tute for Health Information, provincial
agencies, hospitals and caregivers) has
spearheaded Quality Reports in aortic

transcatheter valve procedures, percu-
taneous cardiac interventions and car-
diac surgery.

To fully realize the potential for a
national health care data set, it will be
required for provincial ministries of
health; provincial agencies that collect
health care information; regional and
national agencies with a mandate to col-
lect health information; hospitals; and the
medical community to work together to
permit and encourage data sharing, data
transfer and transparency in reporting —
while respecting the important need for
security and confidentiality of data.

We believe that support from the fed-
eral government of Canada is critical to the
success of this process, and to enabling
access to high-quality care, portability and
health equity for patients with cardiovascu-
lar disease across Canada.

We cannot improve or manage what
we do not measure. It is time to advocate

strongly for what might become a missed
opportunity.
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