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Federal refusal to include Abo-
riginal groups in the Pan-
Canadian Public Health Net-

work — the country’s main national
public health advisory body — helped
exacerbate pandemic (H1N1) 2009,
health experts familiar with Aboriginal
communities say. 

“They are making uninformed deci-
sions,” says Assembly of First Nations
Public Health Advisor Kim Barker,
“and they don’t even know it.”

The exclusion of Aboriginal groups
left the Public Health Agency of
Canada (PHAC) playing catch-up in
attempts to later include First Nations
in Canada’s Pandemic Influenza Plan,
says Janet Smylie, an expert on federal
aboriginal health policies with St.
Michael’s Center for Inner City Health
and the University of Toronto in
Ontario.  

“It is very possible that if First
Nations chiefs or their representatives
had been directly at the Pan-Canadian
Public Health Network table, at least
some of the morbidity and mortality
experienced in northern Manitoba by
H1N1 could have been averted by
more rapid mobilization of Tamiflu,
and more rapid mobilization of
resources and health workers to the
affected communities.” 

Although the needs of First
Nations were belatedly addressed in
an appendix added to the pandemic
plan after the virus hit First Nations
communities, the plan still does not
address the needs of Canada’s 55 000
Inuit people, whose suffer great vul-
nerability to pandemics and live with
elevated rates of tuberculosis and
meningitis.  

Created by federal, provincial and
territorial health ministers in 2005, the
Pan-Canadian Public Health Network
is designed to encourage different lev-
els of government and experts to col-

lectively tackle public health issues
and emergencies. It is cochaired by
Dr. David Butler-Jones, the country’s
chief public health officer, and Dr.
Perry Kendall, the chief medical offi-
cer of British Columbia.

The network oversaw the develop-
ment of a Canadian Pandemic
Influenza Plan for the Health Sector,
and a Pan-Canadian Pandemic Vac-
cine Strategy. “A key to the Network’s
effectiveness lies in its connected-
ness,” PHAC managers state on the
agency’s website (www.phn
-rsp.ca /About_e.html).

The network is composed of a 17-
member national council drawn
from various governments and six
expert groups in the areas of commu-
nicable disease control, emergency
preparedness, laboratories, surveil-
lance, chronic disease control and
health promotion. Although its mis-
sion statement says it includes “acade-
mics, scientists, public servants and

members of nongovernmental organi-
zations,” it has no official representa-
tion from any organization represent-
ing Canada’s 1.3 million Aboriginal
people and has often been criticized
for favouring the participation of
Health Canada bureaucrats.

Smylie notes that while there is at
least one Aboriginal person on the
council and one or two on a few of the
expert groups, “Aboriginal governing,
land claim and stakeholder organiza-
tions with the exception of the territory
of Nunavut are not represented at all.
All of the Aboriginal experts I could
identify were working for federal or
provincial or territorial governments.” 

Smylie adds that “the network’s
ability will be seriously hampered by
the lack of inclusion of First Nations,
Inuit, and Metis stakeholders. The net-
work should not rely on [Health
Canada officials] to liaise with Aborigi-
nal people. To start with, they will miss
the majority of Aboriginal people who
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A young native boy takes part in a protest staged in Vancouver, BC, to bring attention
to poverty, health and social problems facing Aboriginals living on and off reserves.
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live in cities, and they will miss all
Metis — who make up one third of
Canada’s Aboriginal population.”

Mary Simon, president of Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami, believes the Inuit
voice is lost. “Inuit have been consis-
tent in seeking high level representation
at Parliamentary standing committees,
and more recently in asking that an
Inuit specific annex be included to the
Canadian pandemic plan. Without
someone on the network who under-
stands these realities, we feel our issues
will not get addressed.”

Barker notes that both the Assembly
of First Nations and Inuit Tapiriit Kan-
tami first began pushing for representa-
tion when the notion of creating the
network emerged in 2005. Four years
later, Barker says Ottawa “is still sitting
on the fence. The focus is on consulta-
tion with us, not on inclusion. And
that’s very dangerous.”  

Barker also believes the Assembly
of First Nations has not been invited to
join the network “because there seems
to be an opinion the topics we bring
are political.”

Although Métis National Council
Minister for Health David Chartrand
declined to discuss the network, he
recently accused Ottawa of failing to
consult Métis leaders on pandemic
(H1N1) 2009.  

Health Canada, meanwhile,
referred written questions about the
network to PHAC, where a request for
an interview with Butler-Jones was
declined. In a written statement,
PHAC spokesman Robert Paterson
said “Health Canada and PHAC do
not have a role in selecting the PHN
membership.” 

It’s up to the federal, provincial
and territorial governments to select
representatives, says Paterson, who
defended the federal government’s
decision to select senior Health
Canada officials to represent Aborigi-
nal people.

Nova Scotia Deputy Minister of
Health Promotion and Protection Duff
Montgomerie, who serves as the net-
work’s provincial and territorial deputy
minister liaison, also defends the net-
work’s approach to handling Aborigi-
nal matters. “There’s been incredible
sensitivity on First Nations issues,” he

says, noting that political tensions
invariably influence the operation of
the network. “There is always a ten-
sion between the Government of
Canada and the province and territories
around how First Nations are treated.” 

Montgomerie insists such tensions
are not an impediment. “At the public
health network table, it’s more about
keeping Canadians safe. Like what’s
the most important discussion we can
around our populations, whether it’s
the Inuit, or African Canadians, or
First Nations.”

But the inclusion of Aboriginal
groups warrants examination, Mont-
gomerie adds. “We as a network, all of
us, and I include myself, should proba-
bly work harder to ensure that we’re
getting direct input.” 

Isaac Sobol, chief medical officer
of health for Nunavut, and a member of
the public health network’s national
council, would like representatives of
First Nations, Metis, and Inuit commu-
nities to be included within its struc-

tures. He’d also like a formal Aborigi-
nal advisory body to be established. 

Yet the situation doesn’t appear
entirely bleak. Sobol says that the fed-
eral government has at times been
very responsive: “The federal govern-
ment has been very supportive of
Nunavut’s need for epidemiology
studies, both with H1N1, and on pre-
vious occasions, and has provided us
with teams of epidemiologists on any
occasion when we have requested
their assistance.”

Margo Greenwood, director of the
National Collaborating Centre for Abo-
riginal Health, which is funded by
PHAC, also thinks the time has come
to formally include Aboriginal organi-
zations on the network’s council. “We
need to have a voice, she says. “In fac-
ing emerging challenges, we have to
have voices there. H1N1 is a really
good example of why.” — Paul 
Webster, Toronto, Ont.
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Salvia divinorum can beam you
to Mars. It can eradicate gravity.
It can show you things that will

make you howl with laughter and things
that will make you scream in fear. But it
only does these things in your head —
and only for about 15 minutes. 

Millions of people have embarked
on short-haul head trips after smoking
Salvia divinorum, a plant from the mint
family. Thousands have posted their
hallucinogenic journeys on YouTube.
In one video, viewed some two million
times, a young woman says her mouth
is falling off.  

Some lawmakers believe Salvia divi-
norum, a.k.a. ‘magic mint’ or ‘diviner’s
sage,’ is dangerous. About a dozen
countries have banned it, including
Australia and Belgium. Selling it in
parts of the United States will also earn
you a fine and jail time. But it’s legal in

Salvia divinorum is smoked in a bong
and induces short, vivid hallucinations.
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Banning ‘magic mint’ could slow
research
Previously published at www.cmaj.ca



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




