
Editor’s preface
Français à la page suivante

This journal published its first death
notice in January 1911, in the very

first issue. It read: “Dr. H.D. Ayre, of
Regina, who had his leg broken last
year in a runaway, died on December
1st, 1910, from the effects of the acci-
dent. The late Dr. Ayre was for 20
years a member of the North-West
Mounted Police, and after retiring from
the force was connected with the Do-
minion Veterinary Department.”1 S i n c e
then, almost continuously, we have
published brief death notices.  

Friends and relatives of the dead oc-
casionally upbraid us for giving short
shrift to their loved ones, but death no-
tices always gives short shrift to the
dead. And we simply have no easy ac-
cess to more complete information
about the lives of deceased physicians
unless a colleague or relative supplies it.
This seldom happens. Of the 400 no-
tices published last year, only a handful
were embellished by information sup-
plied by our readers.

What can we say about the dead?
Death notices, in addition to the name
of the deceased, usually mention his or
her medical school, year of graduation,
professional affiliation, survivors and
date of death. At some point the prac-
tice of publishing the cause of death was
abandoned. But it seems to us that this
information would be of interest to
readers and would be reasonably — but
of course not completely — accurate.2

And so, in future notices, we will in-
clude the cause of death when that in-
formation is available.

Eulogies are always written in
praise of the dead. We admit to pub-
lishing some of these — recitals of

professional awards, hospital appoint-
ments and other, tangible achieve-
ments — but by their very form and
purpose they give an incomplete and
biased description of a life. We are less
inclined to publish these.

But we do like a good obituary and
are happy to celebrate our departed col-
leagues through the remembrances of
their peers and family. We encourage
readers and relatives to send us bio-
graphical sketches of up to 200 words
for consideration. While we won’t be
able to publish them all, we will be on
the lookout for colourful and well-writ-
ten pieces that dwell more on character
than on accomplishments. For example,
Drs. Archibald Young and Albert
Phelps remembered John Grandy, their
colleague in Chilliwack, BC, this way:
“He was the ‘compleat’ rural physician,
carrying out his duties on foot,  by
Model T, or by horse and sled in the
winter. When caught in the country,
John was known to have shared a bed
with a farmer’s family. He was able to
call on his excellent training, supple-
mented by his innate skill and knowl-
edge, to improvise and to respond to
the medical needs of his community.”3

In 68 words, Dr. Grandy’s colleagues
painted a vivid picture of a doctor who
had served his patients well. 

Obituary contributions should be
submitted to Patrick Sullivan (fax 613
565-2382; sullip@cma.ca).
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